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Asymmetric organocatalysis is a powerful technology platform; its practical utility is testified 
by its screening and application in industrial processes for high-value compounds.1 

Our group is active, among other things, in the context of a long-term programme directed at 
the identification and development of suitable methodologies for efficient catalysis applicable 
to industry; organocatalysts performing more efficiently when an external stimulus is applied,2 
and insights into parameters affecting the performance of immobilised organocatalysts3 are 
examples of recent contributions. Herein, we present our efforts towards the preparation of 
γ-amino acids both at the industrial4 and academic5 level. In particular, R&D was devoted to 
an IP-free and safe process that would meet cost-requirements for generic drugs. 
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